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Welcome to Conversational German
Who Is Conversational German for ?

Any home computer owner of 14 or over (and it
doesn’t matter how much over) who wants to begin
learning German from scratch. You may want to
learn German because you’re going to travel in
German-speaking countries, or you may just want
to learn a foreign language in a very new and
exciting way.

What sort of German will | learn ?

German spoken in Germany, Switzerland and
Austria. The German you will learn in this course
is modern, everyday German — the language you
will need to cope simply but effectively with
everyday situations when you’re traveling in
German-speaking countries or meeting German
speakers.
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What level will it take me to 7

This is a first step in German. You will reach a
level where you’re beginning to understand, speak,
read and write the kind of German you need in
everyday situations.

What does the course consist of ?

® ['ive CASSETTES containing the computer
programs and audio material.
® 'This COURSE BOOK.

The cassettes

The cassettes contain the computer program which
is the central core of Conversational German.

The computer is your tutor and your guide — it
presents the new language you are going to learn
in each unit and it gives you practice and guidance



with understanding, reading, listening and
speaking. Each computer cassette contains two
units — one on each side of the cassette, and each

Turn to your book at the end of each learning
phase. Study the language notes that refer to the
phase you have just completed. Then do the

unit is divided into two or three ‘learning phases’
or sections.

The book

The book is your reference manual for use after
each learning phase on the computer. Each unit in
the book contains:

Study (language notes).
Practice (writing exercises).
Activities (reading and writing assignments).

There is also a grammar summary and a
vocabulary list.

How long will it take ?

We all learn at different speeds. The ability to
acquire new skills varies greatly from person to
person. You will need to play and replay the
programs on the cassettes until you are fully
satisfied that you have mastered each unit.

What actually happens on the computer ?

Many different techniques which exploit computer
technology are used.

Some techniques are quite simple and essential
for language-study. For example, every unit
contains sections where you just listen, or listen
and repeat so you learn to understand.

Most practice sessions will require you to make
choices and decisions and the computer will let
you know whether you’re right or wrong.

Your study roufine

I

Load the cassette. See ‘How to use the
computer’.

2 Start the program. At the beginning of each

unit, a list of learning aims appears on the
screen. Think carefully about them so that you

know clearly what you are setting out to achieve.

Work through a learning phase carefully,
following each instruction on the computer.
Each learning phase is broken up into different
activities, such as LOOK AND LISTEN, THINK AND
CHOOSE, etc. Most of the exercises include
synchronised audio to train you to understand
and speak, but some of them require you to
work silently on the screen.

written exercises. If you want even more
detailed information on the language you have
been studying, look at the grammar summary at
the end of the book. You will also find there the
answers to the exercises and a vocabulary list.

e You will see words and graphics on the screen
and will be constantly invited to participate in
whatever is going on.

e The computer controls the sound track, turning
it on and off where necessary. If you want to
run through a unit again, you have to rewind the
cassette and load it again.

® There are frequent ‘thinking sequences’, where
what you have learned comes on the screen
without audio accompaniment and you can keep
it there for as long as you like until you feel
confident enough to go on to the next section.

How do | study?

e [.ittle and often is the key to success. Set aside
30 to 60 minutes a day when you know you can
concentrate and won’t be disturbed.

e Don’t try to go too fast. Organize your work to
suit your own learning pace. If necessary, work
through a unit two or three times until you feel
confident that you’ve got it. Only go on to a new
step when you have completely mastered the
step that precedes it.

e Keep a notebook to write the practice exercises
in, and to record new words and phrases.

What makes this system so special ?

e With ordinary self-study systems you really are
on your own. With Conversational German
you have a tutor who interacts with you and is
constantly encouraging you, showing you where
you’re going wrong, and helping you put your
mistakes right. You are not alone!

e The computer’s ability to respond provides you
with a real challenge so that learning is not a
dreary chore but real fun!

® Your course of study is based on the very latest
research into language learning, taking into
account what you want to do in a foreign
language, not just what you need to know. So
you will be developing the skills of
understanding, speaking, reading and writing in
a highly realistic way!



How to use the computer

The ATARI manual is the best guide to the
operation of your home computer. The following
notes give you a simple step-by-step guide on how
to use the Conversational German course with
your home computer.

1 Insert the BASIC cartridge into the ATARI 400 OT
ATARI 800 computer (left cartridge slot on ATARI
8oo systems).

witch on the computer console

3 Insert the Conversational German tape into
the ATARI 410 Program Recorder. If necessary,
rewind the tape to the beginning.

4 Push . on the Program Recorder.

5 Type the word CLOAD using the computer
keyboard. If you make a mistake, press
button and type the word

CLOAD again.

6 Press the key twice. The program
will now load into the computer. After three or
four minutes, the word READY will appear on
the screen. During this loading phase, the TV
volume may be adjusted so you avoid hearing
the sound of the program loading. If an error
message appears on the screen, consult the
ATARI handbook, press and
return to step 3 above.

7 With the word READY on the screen, (the
cassette player still has the 1 button
d ed), type the word RUN and press the
. button. If you make a mistake, press
, type RUN and press the
- button again.

8 At the end of a learning phase, when you are
ready to go on, press the REE button to
load the next phase. At the end of a unit, an
assessment of your performance will appear on
the screen with the instruction to press the
button to end the entire unit.

9 To load a new unit, return to 1 above if the
ATARI computer has been switched off.
Otherwise, return to paragraph 3 above.

10 You will need to use the computer keyboard to
respond to multiple option questions. To
choose an answer, type the numbers or letters
as required in the exercises.

Speaking German
- a note about pronunciation

You’ll be hearing and speaking German right
through this course. German pronunciation is very
straightforward. Imitate the speakers on the tape,
follow these notes and you will acquire a good
accent right from the start.

e Vowels a, e, i, 0, u

Keep your mouth open wide: Mann, mir, der
etc.
u gut rhymes with ‘boot’

e Umlaut
a Englander rhymes with ‘bend’

o6 Osterreich rhymes with ‘fur’
i Zurich Listen very carefully to the tape.

® Vowel groups

ie vier rhymes with ‘beer’
ei drei rhymes with ‘high’
au Frau rhymes with ‘now’
au Fraulein

eu Deutscher rhyme with ‘boy

® ¢ occurs very rarely. Much more common is k
or ck: Kuchen Friihstiick.

e f and v are both ‘ff” as in ‘off’: Vater.

e w is like English ‘v’: Wasser, wann.

® s is a buzzing sound. sieben is like ‘zee’ in the
alphabet.

e z zehn is like the ‘ts’ in ‘cats’. Spit through
your teeth!

e {3 is a form of ss, and sounds like ‘s’ in ‘say’.

® sp, st at the beginning of a word or syllable are
pronounced ‘shp’ and ‘sht’: Wie spéit ist es?
Strafle.

® sch is pronounced ‘sh’: Botschaft.

e ch is like the Scottish ‘loch’: machen, ich.


























































































